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SAN LUIS REY INDIAN WATER 
RIGHTS SETTLEMENT ACT 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 22, 2016 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1296, a bill 
to amend the San Luis Rey Indian Water 
Rights Settlement Act to clarify certain settle-
ment terms, approves and ratifies a settlement 
agreement entered into among the United 
States; five Bands of Mission Indians in north-
ern San Diego County; the City of Escondido, 
California; and the Vista Irrigation District. The 
settlement agreement was contemplated by 
the 1988 San Luis Rey Indian Water Rights 
Settlement Act, in which Congress, seeking to 
end decades of litigation, created a $30 million 
trust fund to be provided to the Bands with in-
terest upon execution of a settlement. That 
amount was appropriated for the trust fund in 
1989. 

The parties’ settlement agreement requires 
ratification and approval by Congress in order 
to be effective, hence the introduction of H.R. 
1296. After the House Natural Resources 
Committee reported H.R. 1296, the Congres-
sional Budget Office concluded that the bill 
would increase net direct federal spending by 
$18 million over the 2017 through 2026 pe-
riod. After further discussions, the bill was 
amended in a way that CBO concluded would 
eliminate the $18 million spending effect. Spe-
cifically, the amended H.R. 1296 provides that 
the money in the trust fund—rather than be-
coming fully available to the Bands imme-
diately upon the settlement taking effect as the 
1988 Act provided—would be made available 
at the rate of $3.7 million per year, with the 
Bands having the option to withdraw less than 
that amount. The House passed H.R. 1296 
with this amendment on September 22, 2016. 

The only change regarding the trust fund 
that H.R. 1296 as amended makes to the 
1988 Act is to change the rate at which the 
money in the trust fund is made available to 
the Bands. The full amount of the fund that 
Congress appropriated in 1989, including the 
interest that has been and will continue to be 
earned on that money, is unchanged. And cru-
cially, the agreement to limit the annual alloca-
tions to no more than $3.7 million does not af-
fect the Bands’ right to eventually receive all 
of the money in the trust fund once the settle-
ment takes effect. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SAM E. 
CURL 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate and salute the life of Dr. 

Samuel ‘‘Sam’’ E. Curl, who passed away Au-
gust 2, 2016. 

Sam grew up near Tolar, Texas, where he 
graduated from high school in 1955. After 
earning a junior college diploma at Tarleton 
State University in 1957, he continued on to 
Sam Houston State University where he re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree. Then he earned 
a master’s degree in Animal Genetics from the 
University of Missouri and a Ph.D. in Animal 
Physiology from Texas A&M University. He 
earned the rank of Captain through his service 
in the United States Army. 

After his service, Dr. Curl was a Special As-
sistant to the President and then President of 
Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma, and au-
thored or co-authored three books and 95 sci-
entific technical publications. Dr. Curl then 
moved to Texas Tech University, my alma 
mater, where he served a total 31 years, in-
cluding three years as Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs. Before that, he was 
Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources from 1979 to 1997. He 
moved to Oklahoma State University in 1997 
to head their College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources, as well as being the 
Director of the Oklahoma Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, and the Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Service. After retiring from working 
full time in 2004, Dr. Curl worked as a part- 
time consultant. 

For all of his amazing accomplishments as 
a professional and an academic, I knew Sam 
as a loving father and grandfather who de-
lighted in spending time with his family. He 
was an active member of Acton United Meth-
odist Church. His passions for fishing, travel-
ling, sports, and musical theatre were well 
known to his friends and family. I know that 
his wife, Mary, and his children Jane, Julia, 
Karen, and stepchildren Ryan and Shelly will 
miss him dearly, as will his grandchildren Ra-
chel, Robert, Greyson, Avery, Robert, and 
Daisy. 

Those who knew him, myself included, are 
better for having known Dr. Sam Curl, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in this tribute to 
his wonderful life. He will be missed. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on September 22, 2016, 
and I missed votes in the House. If I had been 
present, I would have voted against the mo-
tion ordering the previous question on H. Res. 
879 (the rule providing for consideration of 
H.R. 5931, Prohibiting Future Ransom Pay-
ments to Iran Act), against the rule (H. Res. 
879), and against final passage of the Empow-
ering Employees through Stock Ownership Act 
(H.R. 5719). I would have supported H.R. 
5320, Social Security Must Avert Identity Loss 

(MAIL) Act, H.R. 5946, the United States Ap-
preciation for Olympians and Paralympians 
Act, H.R. 2285, the Preventing Trafficking in 
Cultural Property Act, and H.R. 5523, Clyde- 
Hirsch-Sowers RESPECT Act. 

I would have voted against ordering the pre-
vious question on the rule providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 5931 so that H.R. 4479, the 
Families of Flint Act, could have been made in 
order. I am a proud cosponsor of H.R. 4479, 
which would provide $765 million to improve 
water infrastructure and provide resources to 
the residents of Flint, Michigan. I was dis-
appointed that the House moved the previous 
question and blocked H.R. 4479 from coming 
to the House floor. 

I would have opposed H. Res. 879, the rule 
providing for consideration of H.R. 5931, be-
cause the rule limited amendments and did 
not provide for an open floor debate. 

I would have opposed final passage of H.R. 
5719, the Empowering Employees through 
Stock Ownership Act, because the bill did not 
include a critical amendment offered by Rep. 
CROWLEY that would have provided an offset 
to the $1 billion in lost revenue created by the 
policy. Although I support efforts to promote 
employee ownership and reward employee’s 
commitment to their companies, I was dis-
appointed that the bill did not include Rep. 
CROWLEY’s amendment. 

H.R. 5320, the Social Security MAIL Act, 
provides an important privacy protection to 
anyone receiving Social Security documents 
through the mail. The bill restricts the Social 
Security Administration from sending docu-
ments that include an individual’s complete 
Social Security number through the mail un-
less completely necessary. This common-
sense policy will protect Americans from hav-
ing their sensitive personal information com-
promised, and I would have supported this bill. 

H.R. 5946, the United States Appreciation 
for Olympians and Paralympians Act, updates 
a provision of the federal tax code that re-
quires Olympians and Paralympians to declare 
their prize winnings and medals as income for 
tax purposes. Although I would have preferred 
that this provision had been part of a com-
prehensive tax reform package, I would have 
supported this bill. 

H.R 2285, the Prevent Trafficking in Cultural 
Property Act, would bolster the ability of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CPB) and 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) to protect against illegal trafficking of 
cultural property. The bill requires CPB and 
ICE to create a coordinated plan to update 
procedures and directive, and to train per-
sonnel in relevant laws and best practices for 
intercepting trafficked property. I support this 
bill and other efforts to ensure trafficked arti-
facts are not brought into the United States. 

H.R. 5523, the Clyde-Hirsch-Sowers RE-
SPECT Act, would prohibit the IRS from en-
gaging in civil asset forfeiture of more than 
$10,000 without probable cause. Unfortu-
nately, in recent years there have been many 
instances of small businesses having their 
money seized without probable cause, and 
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